
Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

November 17, 2019 

Sing praise to the LORD with the harp, with the harp 

and melodious song. — Psalm 98:5 

 
LIFE IS HARD, BUT HAVE NO FEAR 

Today’s readings take a fearless look at reality and 

reach a conclusion that we all know: life is hard. The 

prophet Malachi preaches fire and brimstone, warning 

us that evildoers will perish in flames. Saint Paul 

offers his own warning to the Thessalonians: keep 

busy, but never become a busybody. He reminds 

Christians that the apostles themselves worked in “toil 

and drudgery” as a model for how we ought to 

contribute to our community. The Gospel returns to 

the apocalyptic tone of Malachi, describing the utter 

chaos of the end-times. We will know the end is near 

when violence, catastrophe, and hatred dominate the 

earth. But we must not fear! God’s saving plan brings 

peace to our hearts. Malachi speaks of the sun’s 

“healing rays,” and Jesus himself promises to protect 

every hair on our heads. Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 

TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading — For those who fear the name of the 

Lord, the sun of justice will arise (Malachi 3:19-20a). 

Psalm — The Lord comes to rule the earth with 

justice (Psalm 98). 

Second Reading — Those who are living in idleness 

are urged to earn their own living (2 Thessalonians 

3:7-12). 

Gospel — Jesus foretells the destruction of Jerusalem, 

the persecution of his followers (Luke 21:5-19). 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday: 1 Mc 1:10-15, 41-43, 54-57, 62-63;  

 Ps 119:53, 61, 134, 150, 155, 158;  

 Lk 18:35-43 or (for the memorial of the  

 Dedication) Acts 28:11-16, 30-31;  

 Ps 98:1-6; Mt 14:22-33 

Tuesday: 2 Mc 6:18-31; Ps 3:2-7; Lk 19:1-10 

Wednesday: 2 Mc 7:1, 20-31; Ps 17:1bcd, 5-6, 8b, 

15;Lk 19:11-28 

Thursday: 1 Mc 2:15-29; Ps 50:1b-2, 5-6, 14-15;  

 Lk 19:41-44 

Friday: 1 Mc 4:36-37, 52-59; 1 Chr 29:10bcd,  

 11-12; Lk 19:45-48 

Saturday: 1 Mc 6:1-13; Ps 9:2-4, 6, 16, 19; Lk 

20:27-40 

Sunday: 2 Sm 5:1-3; Ps 122:1-5; Col 1:12-20;  

 Lk 23:35-43 

 

The Sacrament of Penance & 

Reconciliation is celebrated each 

Thursday from 5PM-7PM. 

 

 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

We are faced with strong and disturbing readings 

today that hold a certain fascination, since they seem 

at first glance to be blueprints for future inevitable 

wars and hardship. A fundamentalist interpretation 

focuses on this aspect. Yet we hear them at our 

Sunday celebration of the Eucharist, which infuses 

them with hope and optimism. Rather than dreading 

the future, today’s liturgy assures us that God is with 

us in all of life’s inevitable trials, and that we have a 

role in shaping the outcome of human history. 

Occasionally, some Christians have attempted to 

decode these readings for an exact measure of the 

world’s end, but they have thus far been disappointed. 

Nothing lasts forever” is a lyric from a Broadway 

show. Stars fall from the sky, leaves wither and fall, 

mountains wash into the sea, human projects and 

governments totter and collapse with great regularity. 

Today’s liturgy opposes this idea as incomplete, 

reminding us that Christ has made a permanent 

change in human history, and that life in him is life 

forever. Rather than inviting us to throw in the towel, 

today’s liturgy strengthens us for acts of goodness and 

grace in our families, communities, and world.J. S. Paluch  
 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK - MISAS DE LA SEMANA 

November 16 - 22 

Saturday/5:00pm/All Souls† 

7:00pm/All Souls† 

Sunday/8:00am/All Souls†  

10:00am/All Souls †  

12:00pm/All Souls † 

Monday/9:00am/All Souls† 

Tuesday/9:00am/All Souls† 

Wednesday/9:00am/All Souls† 

Thursday/9:00am/All Souls† 

Friday/9:00am/All Souls† 

 

Parish Gift Shop Advent/Christmas  

There are many new Advent and 

Christmas items including ornaments, 

advent calendars for children and adults, 

nativities, advent wreaths, advent 

candles, advent activity calendars for 

children, Christmas bookmarks, 

Christmas Cross, Nativity Rosaries, and 

more! The Gift Shop offers a large selection of wall 

crucifixes and crosses, religious auto accessories, wall 

rosaries, Bibles, statues, many different rosaries, 

children’s books, prayer books, medals, holy water 

fonts, and lots more! Also, the 2019 Sunday Missals 

are here in English and Spanish.  

 



Thanksgiving Baskets 2019 

This year, Saint Christopher in 

conjunction with local schools, 

individuals, and the Galt 

ecumenical and business 

community will provide over 110 families in need 

with a Thanksgiving Basket and a week’s worth of 

food. These donations will allow us to fill baskets 

with turkeys, stuffing, pies, canned vegetables, rice 

beans, rolls, butter, milk, cereal, eggs, and hamburger.  

In order to prepare as many baskets as possible and 

reduce the number of turkeys that must be purchased, 

we are asking parishioners, if they would like to 

donate a FROZEN TURKEY or Cash. If you would 

like to donate a turkey, volunteer or have any 

questions, please contact Kathy 209-471-6928 or 

complete a slip and drop it in the offering basket 

by November 17, 2019. Freezer space is limited; we 

are therefore requesting your FROZEN turkey 

donation be dropped off at St. Christopher Church, 

950 S. Lincoln Way, Galt, 7:45am, SAT., NOV. 23. 

 

St. Christopher Parish  

Budgeted Offertory Collection 

Week   09/21/2019 

Budget                             $     6,277.87 

Actual                                     4,722.00 

Over/(Under) Weekly Goal      (1,555.87) 

YTD Budget                             63,563.40  

YTD Actual                              64,008.00 

YTD Difference                           444.60 

 
We are excited to invite 
the children of the 
parish to participate in 
the celebration of the 
Feast of St. Nick at all 
weekend masses on 
Nov. 30 & Dec. 1.  This 
advent custom will be 
offered by our Grandmas’ Guild Ministry. The 
children who attend mass on that weekend 
will be asked to take off one of their shoes 
when they enter the church.  And if they have 
been good this year, they will find their shoe 
filled with sweet surprises after mass!    The 
story of St. Nicholas will be read aloud during 
mass to the children by St. Nicholas himself! 
St. Nicholas was full of goodness and kind 
deeds and expressed his care for those in 
need.   He helps us remember Christmas is a 
feast of love, hope, kindness and generosity.  
If you would like to help with the cost of this 
event, you are welcome to donate mini candy 
canes, chocolate coins or candy.   

Trigésimo Tercer Domingo del Tiempo 

Ordinario 

17 de noviembre de 2019 

Toquen la cítara para el Señor, suenen los 

instrumentos.— Salmo 98 (97):5 
  
LA IDA ES DURA, PERO NO TENEMOS MIEDO  

Las lecturas de hoy toman una mirada valiente a la 

realidad y llegan a la conclusión que todos 

sabemos, la vida es dura. El profeta Malaquías 

predica fuego y azufre, advirtiéndonos que los 

malhechores perecerán en llamas.  

San Pablo ofrece su propia advertencia a 

los tesalonicenses: manténgase ocupados, pero 

nunca en entrometidos. Él recuerda a los cristianos 

que los mismos apóstoles hicieron “trabajos 

pesados y penosos” como un modelo de cómo 

debemos contribuir a nuestra comunidad. El 

Evangelio regresa al tono apocalíptico de 

Malaquías, describiendo el caos total del final de 

los tiempos. Sabremos que el fin se acerca cuando 

la violencia, las catástrofes y el odio dominen la 

tierra. ¡Pero no debemos tener miedo! El plan de 

salvación de Dios nos da paz a nuestros 

corazones. Malaquías habla de los “rayos 

sanadores” del sol, y el mismo Jesús promete 

proteger cada cabello de nuestras cabezas. Paluch Co. 

 
LECTURAS DE HOY 
Primera lectura — Para ellos que temen al Señor, 
brillará el sol de justicia (Malaquías 3:19-20a). 
Salmo — Toda la tierra ha visto al Salvador  
(Salmo 98 [97]). 
Segunda lectura — Pablo habla de su trabajo duro 
entre los tesalonicenses (2 Tesalonicenses 3:7-12). 
Evangelio — Jesús predice la destrucción de 

Jerusalén, la persecución y el odio hacia sus 

seguidores (Lucas 21:5-19). 
 
LECTURAS DE LA SEMANA 
Lunes: 1 Mc 1:10-15, 41-43, 54-57, 62-63;  
 Sal 119 (118):53, 61, 134, 150, 155, 158;  
 Lc 18:35-43 o (para el memorial de la  
 Dedicación) Hch 28:11-16, 30-31;  
 Sal 98 (97):1-6; Mt 14:22-33 
Martes: 2 Mc 6:18-31; Sal 3:2-7; Lc 19:1-10 
Miércoles: 2 Mc 7:1, 20-31; Sal 17 (16):1bcd, 5-6,  
 8b, 15; Lc 19:11-28 
Jueves: 1 Mc 2:15-29; Sal 50 (49):1b-2, 5-6, 14-
15; Lc 19:41-44 
Viernes: 1 Mc 4:36-37, 52-59; 1 Cr 29:10bcd, 11-
12; Lc 19:45-48 
Sábado: 1 Mc 6:1-13; Sal 9:2-4, 6, 16, 19; Lc 
20:27-40 
Domingo: 2 Sm 5:1-3; Sal 122 (121):1-5; Col 1:12-
20; Lc 23:35-43 


